Notice of Drainage Board Meeting
For Determination of
Practicability of Maintenance, Improvement and Consolidation

NASH CREEK INTERCOUNTY DRAIN
(Kent and Ottawa Counties)

DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2021
TIME: 10:00 a.m.
LOCATION: REMOTE ELECTRONIC ACCESS

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88430635956
Call-in: (888) 475-4499

Meeting ID: 884 3063 5956

Passcode: 805871

The Nash Creek Intercounty Drain Drainage board will be convened through remote electronic
access as provided in this notice. Proceedings at this hearing are being conducted pursuant to
the provisions of the Michigan Open Meetings Act and other applicable laws, orders, and
regulations. The Drainage Board is being held via remote electronic access due to the COVID-19
pandemic and related federal and state agency rules and recommendations

The Drainage Board is meeting electronically to hear all interested persons, receive evidence and
determine whether the proposed consolidation of the Nash Creek Drain and DeBoer Intercounty
Drain as set forth in the petition dated December 15, 2020 is conducive to the public health,
convenience, or welfare, pursuant to Chapter 19 of Public Act 40 of 1956, as amended. The
Drainage Board will also consider the December 15, 2020 petition for the maintenance and
improvement of the intercounty drain to determine the sufficiency of said petition, to go over the
route of intercounty drain, and to further determine where the maintenance and improvement of
the intercounty drain is practicable, pursuant to Chapter 8 of Public Act 40 of 1956, as amended.

Public comment will be received at the meeting from anyone owning lands liable to an
assessment, or whose lands will be crossed by the drain, or any municipality affected. Written
comments may be submitted prior to the meeting, or additional information may be obtained from,
the following offices:

Ken Yonker Joe Bush
Kent County Drain Commissioner Ottawa County Water Resources
1500 Scribner Ave NW Commissioner
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 12220 Fillmore, Room 141
Telephone: (616) 632-7910 West Olive, MI 49460
Website: Telephone: (616) 900-9818
https://lwww.accesskent.com/Department Website:
s/DrainCommissioner/official_notices. miottawa.org/Departments/Drain/notices.
htm htm

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should
contact the Drain Commissioner of their County at the number listed above or through the
Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to request
mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430635956

The State is taking proactive steps to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Michigan. We
appreciate your understanding and cooperation in reducing the Coronavirus risk to Michigan
residents. For current and up-to-date information regarding the Coronavirus visit
http://www.Michigan.gov/Coronavirus or http://www.CDC.gov/Coronavirus.

Dated: January 13, 2021 Brady Harrington
Deputy for the Director
Gary McDowell, Director
Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development
517-284-5624


http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/Coronavirus
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Nash Creek Intercounty Drain Hearing of Practicability

Why did | received a notice?

A petition was received for maintenance and
improvement of the Nash Creek Intercounty
Drain. The Drainage District for the Drain spans
across portions of Kent and Ottawa Counties.
All property owners with lands in the Drainage
District were sent a copy of the nofice.

What is a Drainage District?

A drainage district is the land area that benefits
from the drain. The drainage district makes up
the watershed that confributes water to the
drain. Each property and municipality within the
drainage district pays for all costs incurred
relating to the drain.

What happens after a petition is received?

When a valid petition is filed with a member of
the Intercounty Drainage Board, the Michigan
Drain Code of 1956, as amended, requires a
hearing fo determine if the petition s
practicable.

Why are the drainage districts proposed to be
consolidated?

The Township petitioned for consolidation
because the two drainage systems are inter-
connected and act as a single drainage
system.

What happens at a Hearing of Practicability?

The primary purpose of the hearing of
practicability is to provide information to the
public about existing conditions of the drain
and to listen to testimony. Cost estimates and
solutions are not known at this step of the
process. Based on the information and

testimony presented at the hearing, the

Drainage Board will decide if maintenance
and improvement petition is practicable.

Do the Drainage Board decision have to be
unanimous?

No. Only a majority vote of the Drainage Board
Members is required. The MDARD Director (or
designated representative) is a non-voting
member except in the case of a fie.

What happens after the Hearing of Practicability?

If the petition is found not practicable, the
process immediately ends. If found practicable,
the Drainage Board will employ a professional
engineer to survey the drain. After the engineer’s
report is complete, the next step is to hold a
necessity hearing to determine if maintenance
and improvement of the drain is necessary and
conducive to the public health, convenience, or
welfare. All property owners and municipalities
within the Drainages District will receive prior
notice of this hearing.

Do | have to attend the Hearing of Practicability?

No, you are not required to attend the Hearing
of Practicability; however, it is your right to do so.

How can | get more information?

To get more information or have questions
answered, call your respective Drain/Water
Resources Commissioner at the number listed on
the notice.

Can | submit comments prior to the Hearing of
Practicability?

Prior to the meeting written comments submitted to
your respective Drain/Water Resources Office will
be made a part of the meeting record.
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Why is the Hearing of Practicability being held

electronically?

The Hearing of Practicability is being held

electronically to limit public assemblies and help

prohibit the spread of COVID-19.

What is Zoom?

Zoom is a video conferencing service that allows

for virtual meetings, either by video, audio-only, or

both. Zoom meetings can be accessed through

the Zoom app, an internet browser, or by

telephone.

How do | download the Zoom app on my device?

You will be prompted to download the app when

you enter the meeting link from your notice into a

web browser on your computer or device. You can

also download the app as follows:

e Computer. The computer/laptop app is
available for download at zoom.us/download.
Select the download for “Zoom Client for

Meetings.”
e Smariphone, tablet, and other app-based
devices. Search for “Zoom” in the app store

for your device or go to zoom.us/download
and select the appropriate link under “Zoom
Mobile Apps.”

How do | access the Hearing of Practicability on

Zoom?

e By App. Enfer the meeting link from your
Nofice info a web browser. Permission will be
requested to open the app on your device.
Alternatively, you can open the app, select
“Join,” enter the Meeting ID and Meeting
Passcode from your Notice, and press the
“Join"” button.

e By Web Browser on Computer/Laptop. Go to
zoom.us/join, enter the Meeting ID and
Meeting Passcode, and select “Join.” For
further information about accessing from a
web browser, please visit https://

support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362593-
Launching-Zoom-from-a-web-browser.
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e By Telephone. Dial the number provided on
your Notice. If requested, enter the Meeting ID
and Meeting Passcode from your Notice.

How do | participate during the Hearing of

Practicability?

Once you have entered the Zoom meeting, you

will be automatically placed on “mute.” The

Drainage Board Chair and meeting host will give

further information about how to participate and

when public comment is permitted. You are
requested to remain “muted” until called on for
comment.

How do I indicate | want to comment?

You can indicate that you would like to comment

or ask a question by virtually “raising your hand,” atf

which point a hand icon will appear next to your
name for the meeting host to see. To “raise your
hand”:

e Computer. Select the icon labeled
“Parficipants” at the bottom of your screen. This
will pull up a participant list on the right side of
your screen. At the bottom of the participant
list, select the "Raise Hand” button. Once
called on to speak, select the “Unmute” button
on your screen.

e Smartphone, tablet, and other app-based
devices. Select the "Raise Hand” button at
the bottom of your screen. If “Raise Hand" is
not present, select the “More” button to reveal
more controls. Once called on to speak, select
the "Audio” or “Unmute” button on your screen

e Telephone. Dial *? to "“Raise Hand.” Once
called on to speak, dial *6 to unmute your line.

What if | have difficulty accessing the Hearing of

Practicability electronically?

Please call (616) 900-9818. Every effort will be

made to help ensure your participation.




