
OFFICE OF THE DRAIN COMMISSIONER 
Kenneth J Yonker, Drain Commissioner 

775 Ball Ave Ave NE ⦁ Grand Rapids ⦁ MI ⦁ 49503 ⦁ Phone (616) 632-7910 

WALKER NO 4 DRAIN 

SAMPLE

Parcel 
Number 

Year(s) of 
Assessment 

20 411330401000 

Estimated 
Apportionment % 

*Estimated Annual
Assessment 

0.17% $140.53 

Estimated Total Assessment 

$2,810.54 

THIS IS NOT A BILL. 
*Drain assessments will appear on winter tax statement

& estimated assessments do not include any potential
interest charges associated with multi-year assessments

Dear Property Owner, 

You have received this notice because you own property within the Drainage District of Walker No 4 Drain.  Walker 
No 4 Drain is a combined open channel with portions of closed storm sewer system that serves properties within the 
City of Walker. By collecting the storm water runoff from properties and roads within the drainage district.  

As Drain Commissioner, I am responsible to maintain this stormwater system for the public health, welfare, and 
convenience of the drainage district. A petition was received to complete maintenance and improvement on the Walker 
No 4 Drain and found necessary through a Board of Determination on January 27, 2022.  Vriesman and Korhorn was 
hired to engineer a solution to the flooding. The following solutions have been designed: Drain limits extended from 
Wilson Ave to Riverbend Dr and replace the existing storm sewer in this location, replace Hall Street culvert, replace 
driveway culverts along Wilson south of Hall and cleanout out ditch, replace O’Brien St and Fennessy culverts, and 
raise O’Brien St, and ditch cleanout throughout. We received bids for construction on March 22, 2024 per the Notice 
of Letting that can be found on our website along with plans.  With a total cost estimated around $1.7 million, your 
portion of the Special Drain Assessment is shown above.  We plan to spread the assessment for 20-years due to the 
high costs. 

The Day of Review of Apportionment and Day of Review of Boundary is an opportunity for property owners within 
the district to review their apportionment of costs of the maintenance. Costs for maintenance are not provided by other 
means such as regular property taxes; we must assess the costs for maintenance to the property owners and 
governmental units within the District.  At this time, please review your apportionment percentage and estimated 
assessment.  The Special Assessment will be placed on your Winter Tax Bill starting in 2024. 

After of the Day of Review and appeal period, our office will send a second letter with the final total assessment costs. 
We will give residents until May 9, 2024 to pay off the total amount of the special assessment without interest, after 
which the Drainage District will obtain the bond for the project costs. If you prefer not to pay off the full assessment, 
installments will be placed on your winter property taxes with interest, current estimated at 5%. The final interest 
amount will be determined when county finances the project.  
Dated: March 22, 2024 

Kenneth J. Yonker, Kent County Drain Commissioner 
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NOTICE OF DAY OF REVIEW OF DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
AND REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENTS  

 
DATE:   Thursday, April 11, 2024 
TIME:   9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  Office of the Kent County Drain Commissioner 
   775 Ball Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
QUESTIONS:  (616) 632-7910 
 

The Day of Review is an opportunity to review the Walker No 4 Drain Drainage District boundaries and appor-
tionment of benefit with the Drain Commissioner or a staff member. A map depicting the proposed Drainage District bound-
ary revisions can be found on the reverse side of this notice and on the Drain Commissioner’s website at: https://www.ac-
cesskent.com/Departments/DrainCommissioner/. 
 

YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE DAY OF REVIEW. Prior to the Day of Review, you may 
contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office at (616) 632-7910 or visit its website at https://www.accesskent.com/Depart-
ments/DrainCommissioner/ under Petition Projects and Notices to get information about your apportionment and assessment.   
 

Prior to the Day of Review:   
 Website.  Please visit the Drain Commissioner’s website at _https://www.accesskent.com/Departments/DrainCom-

missioner/ under Petition Projects and Notices for more information regarding the Day of Review, including a map 
of the proposed Drainage District boundary revisions and proposed apportionment roll 

 Email.  If you would like to ask questions about your property or proposed apportionment prior to the Day of 
Review, please email drinfo@kentcountymi.gov and we will provide you information through email. 

 Telephone.  If you wish to speak with a staff member of the Drain Commissioner’s Office about your property or 
the proposed apportionment, please call (616) 632-7912. 

 Special Access.  Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the Day of Review 
should contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office at the number noted above (voice) or through the Michigan Relay 
Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the Day of Review to request mobility, visual, hearing or 
other assistance.   

On the Day of Review: 
 The Drain Commissioner, engineers and/or other staff members will be available to assist individuals throughout 

the day.  
 The computation of costs for the Drain will also be available at the Day of Review and will be on the Drain Com-

missioner’s Office website. Drain assessments are collected in the same manner as property taxes and will appear 
on your winter tax bill. If drain assessments are being collected for more than one (1) year, you may pay the assess-
ment in full with any interest to date at any time and avoid further interest charges.  

After the Day of Review:   
You may appeal the Drain Commissioner’s decision to revise the district boundaries to the Kent County Circuit 

Court within ten (10) days, and you may also appeal the determination of apportionments to the Kent County Probate Court 
within ten (10) days. 
 

The following is a list of any county, township, city, and village to be assessed at large in Kent County in each of the drainage 
districts: City of Walker  
 
The following is a description of the lands constituting the drainage districts: 
Walker No 4 Drain: Sec 30-32, T.7N., R.12W., Sec 5-6, T.6N., R.12W., City of Walker, Kent County, Michigan 
 
The following additional information can be found on the Drain Commissioner’s website at https://www.access-

kent.com/Departments/DrainCommissioner/ 
1. A map of the lands constituting the drainage district 
2. The Notice of Letting that includes: 

 Number and length of sections, the average width of each section, and if the drain will be closed, the 
amount and specifications for all tile or pipe required; 

 Location, number, type and size of culverts or bridges to be installed; if any; and 
 Conditional upon with the contract will be awarded. 



Ken Yonker 
Kent County Drain Commissioner | 1500 Scribner Ave NW | Grand Rapids, MI  49504 | (616) 632-7910 
 

 

 

 


