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2024 FILING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
TOWNSHIP CANDIDATES 

 
FILING LOCATION  

Office of the Township Clerk. 

• Major Party Candidates: 

Major Party candidates must file partisan nominating petitions OR a $100 filing fee, no 
later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 [MCL 168.349].  

Candidates who submit a valid filing for office will be placed on the August 6, 2024 
Primary Election ballot. 

• Candidates Without Political Party Affiliation: 

Candidates without political party affiliation must file qualifying petitions no later than 
4:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 18, 2024 [MCL 168.590c]. Candidates without political 
party affiliation may not file a $100 filing fee in lieu of qualifying petitions. 

Candidates without political party affiliation who submit a valid filing for office will be 
placed on the November 5, 2024 General Election ballot. 

• Minor Party Candidates: 

A candidate seeking the office of Township Official as a minor party candidate must 
receive nomination to the office at the party’s nominating convention. The party’s 
convention must be held no later than August 6, 2024. The minor party must have ballot 
status in Michigan. [MCL 168.686a] 
 
Within one business day after the conclusion of the nominating convention, party 
officials must submit a Certificate of Nomination to document the individual’s nomination 
to the office, an Affidavit of Identity completed by the candidate, and a Certificate of 
Acceptance (completed by the candidate). Such candidates will appear on the 
November 5, 2024 General Election ballot.  
  

AFFIDAVIT OF IDENTITY REQUIRED OF ALL CANDIDATES 

All candidates must submit an Affidavit of Identity when filing for office. Under Public Act 
394 of 1984, a candidate who fails to file an Affidavit of Identity as required cannot be 
placed on the ballot. PA 217 of 1999 requires any candidate filing an Affidavit of Identity 
to state on the form that at the date the affidavit was executed all statements, reports, 
late filing fees, and fines required of the candidate or any candidate committee 
organized to support the candidate’s election under the Michigan Campaign Finance 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(uftipweodowop1e1vh3a5lx5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-349
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nprhcnapf1xrwnjyapiqnan2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-590c
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-168-686a
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=078e6c3c9a3a45318f91a2ce4c741f1e&hash=97B08EE5DFDEB7DFA8B9407823563596
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/Cert_of_Accept_154046_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/ED104_Aff_ID_Fil_Rec_Vendor_83725_7.pdf?rev=078e6c3c9a3a45318f91a2ce4c741f1e&hash=97B08EE5DFDEB7DFA8B9407823563596
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8723_8751-166622--,00.html


 
 

Updated 8/25/23 

Act have been filed or paid. Therefore, a candidate may not have any outstanding 
notices of failure to file or late fees with any filing official in the state. 

CANDIDATE WITHDRAWAL 
Candidates must withdraw, in writing, with their filing official by the dates below: 
 
Major Party Candidates: Friday, April 26, 2024 by 4:00 p.m. [MCL 168.351]. 
 
Candidates Without Political Party Affiliation: Monday, July 22, 2024 by 4:00 p.m. [MCL  
168.590c] 
 
Minor Party Candidates: Candidates nominated and certified via convention shall not be 
permitted to withdraw. [MCL 168.686a] 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
All candidates are required to comply with the Campaign Finance Act filing 
requirements. Please be sure to either file an Original Statement of Organization to 
establish a Campaign Finance Committee within 20 calendar days to the County Clerk’s 
office or file an amended Statement of Organization to update any information so it is 
current. 

QUALIFICATIONS  
Candidates must be a qualified and registered elector of the district they wish to 
represent by the filing deadline. [MCL 168.342]  A candidate must also be in compliance 
with the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (All statements, reports, late filing fees, and 
fines due from any Candidate Committee organized to support an election to office 
under the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, PA 388 of 1976, have been filed or paid.  

PETITION SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS 
Petition signature requirements are based on population of the township.  

Partisan Petition  Qualifying Petition 

Min:  ____ 
Max: ____  

  Min:  ____ 
Max: ____ 

 
FILING REQUIREMENTS FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATES 
A candidate who wishes to seek the Republican and Democratic Party nomination with 
write-in votes must file a Declaration of Intent with the appropriate filing official no later 
than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, July 26, 2024 [MCL 168.737a]. A candidate who wishes to seek 
election with write-in votes must file a Declaration of Intent with the appropriate filing 
official no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, October 25, 2024 [MCL 168.737a]. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact: 
Kent County Elections Division 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8723_8751-166622--,00.html
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(uftipweodowop1e1vh3a5lx5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-351
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nprhcnapf1xrwnjyapiqnan2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-590c
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nprhcnapf1xrwnjyapiqnan2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-590c
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-168-686a
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8723_8751-166622--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/CANSofOwithEF_71512_7.pdf?20130806135546
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/CANSofOwithEF_71512_7.pdf?20130806135546
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-168-342
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/Dec-Int-Write-In_94360_7.pdf?rev=a8de5eede6db47a0ade2d8214d22eb96&hash=8B19863DAD6ECF2C850F3B6071B72072
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nprhcnapf1xrwnjyapiqnan2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-737a
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nprhcnapf1xrwnjyapiqnan2))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-737a
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300 Monroe Ave. NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616-632-7650  michael.sullivan@kentcountymi.gov 

mailto:michael.sullivan@kentcountymi.gov

