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Kent County Health Department Receives Grant to Enhance Emerging Disease Preparedness

GRAND RAPIDS — The Kent County Health Department (KCHD) is one of only eleven local health
departments in the United States, and the only one in Michigan, to be awarded a $25,000 grant to
enhance coordination for preparedness and response to infectious disease outbreaks. The grant is

awarded by the National Association of County and City Health Organizations (NACCHO).

With support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Lessons in INfection
Control (LINC) Initiative awards recipients will test new approaches to prepare for and respond to

healthcare-associated infections and other emerging infectious diseases.

“Not only will this funding increase KCHD’s capacity to respond to healthcare associated infections
(HAIs) and other emerging diseases,” says Brian Hartl, Supervising Epidemiologist at KCHD. “It will
also increase collaboration and communication between public health and health care facilities

across West Michigan to strengthen HAI surveillance and control activities.”

The LINC Initiative supports local health departments in improving healthcare and community
infection control practices by working with hospitals, long-term care facilities and other healthcare
settings to identify and address the needs and opportunities. KCHD and other award recipients will
test creative solutions and ways to combat the estimated 700,000 healthcare related infections in

the U.S. each year.

KCHD has been in the business of providing health services to Kent County since 1931. The Health Department is home to nearly 265
employees including public health nurses, sanitarians, health educators, technicians, public health administrators, and specialized staff
at the Kent County Animal Shelter. The Health Department operates one main clinic and three satellite clinics located in Kentwood,
Rockford, and Grand Rapids. To learn more about KCHD services, visit www.accesskent.com/health.
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Local health departments that received the award include the following:

e Barren River District Health Department (KY)
e Clark County Public Health (WA)

e Eau Claire City-County Health Department (WI)
e El Paso County Health Department (CO)

e Flathead City-County Health Department (MT)
e Florida DOH Pasco County

e Kent County Health Department (Ml)

e Marion County Public Health Department (IN)
e Kanawha-Charleston Health Department (WV)
e Public Health — Seattle & King County (WA)

e St. Louis City Department of Health (MO)

The awardees will implement this project throughout 2016.

ABouT NACCHO

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) is the national nonprofit
association representing the approximately 2,800 local health departments (LHDs) in the United
States, including city, county, metro, district, and tribal agencies. NACCHOQO's vision is health, equity,
and security for all people in their communities through public health policies and services.
NACCHOQO’s mission is to be a leader, partner, catalyst, and voice for local health departments in order
to ensure the conditions that promote health and equity, combat disease, and improve the quality

and length of all lives.
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