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Kent County Report
New Commissioners are Proud to Serve
The Board of Commissioners welcomed three freshmen to their first term this
year: Betsy Melton (District 13), Phil Skaggs (District 19) and Robert Womack
(District 17). Here’s a little more detail about each of the new Commissioners.
Commissioner Melton is a native of Kent County. She attended East Grand
Rapids High School and graduated from the University of Michigan School
of Nursing. She and her husband of 35 years have three children and two
grandchildren. She worked as a Registered Nurse and served on the
Kentwood Public Schools Board of Education. “Being a public servant
means that I will not follow any personal agenda, or that of any private
interest groups,” Commissioner Melton says. “I have been elected by the
voters in District 13 to represent them at the County level. I will serve by
remaining well educated about issues and decisions that will affect our
County, and focused on what is best for the majority. “
Commissioner Skaggs grew up in Bowling Green, Ohio, and completed
undergraduate and graduate studies at the University of Michigan. He and
his wife Beth Wells Skaggs (an attorney at Varnum) moved to East Grand
Rapids in 2000. Commissioner Skaggs worked as a professor of history at
Goucher College (Baltimore), Grand Valley State University, and Aquinas
College, before he became involved in public service. In 2012 he was
appointed to fill a vacancy on the East Grand Rapids City Commission and
won reelection to a full term in 2013. “My parents raised me to believe that
each of us have a moral obligation to care about and support our
community, so I try to live out those values in my life and pass them along
to my children,” Commissioner Skaggs said. “I very much enjoy working
with my colleagues, neighbors, community leaders, and constituents to
improve the life of my community.” He and Beth have two daughters.
Commissioner Womack grew up in Grand Rapids and graduated from Union
High School. He moved to New York City at age 17, where he attended sound
engineering workshops at NYU. He moved back to Grand Rapids when he was
35 years old to be closer to family. He studied Political Science at Grand Rapids
Community College and created the first commercially licensed African
American FM station in Grand Rapids. “Public service to me is uplifting
humanity,” says Commissioner Womack. “Everyone deserves the right to
quality education, humane living conditions, clean water and safe
neighborhoods. As our government bodies collect taxes, we are responsible
for public services that ensure a better quality of life.”
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Lead Task Force Hears from Leading Specialists
Four experts in the area of lead poisoning provided detailed
presentations to the Kent County Lead Task Force on
Wednesday, February 15, 2017. Board Chair Jim Saalfeld
formed the Lead Task Force in September 2016 to investigate
the issue and seek solutions to lead poisoning in children.
Speakers included Dr. William Bush, MD - Pediatrician-inChief, Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital; Dr. Bryan Judge, MD Emergency Medicine/Toxicology, Spectrum Health; Gustavo
Rotondaro and Zachary Weber, Métrica, LLC (on County lead
poisoning trends and related housing data); and Dr. RoseAnn Miller, MS, PhD, Epidemiologist, Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.
“We know that it (lead) affects the brain in ways of development,” Dr. Bush (right)
told the Task Force. “Kids that are impacted with lead exposure will have
developmental issues, they may have ADHD and the American Academy of
Pediatrics feels that one in five patients that has ADD is likely related to lead
exposure.” The complete meeting can be seen at https://youtu.be/yBLvKjI5ixA.
One zip code in Grand Rapids led the state for the highest number of lead-poisoned
children in 2015 according to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services: 49507 (south of Franklin,
east of US-131, north of 28th Street). Four out of five homes in Grand Rapids, and nearly three out of five homes
in Kent County, were built before 1978, the year lead was banned from paint.
Lead poisoning can cause permanent, irreversible damage to many organs, including the heart, brain, and liver.
It’s also linked to lower IQs, hyperactivity, and aggressive behavior. The CDC estimates that nearly half a million
children in the US have elevated blood lead levels (a blood lead level of 5 micrograms per deciliter or higher).
The Lead Task Force, chaired by Commissioner Emily Brieve and Vice-Chair Senita Lenear (Commissioner, City of
Grand Rapids) includes more than a dozen community leaders, as well as health and housing specialists. Board
Chair Jim Saalfeld asked them to (i) identify the contributing environmental factors of lead-based exposure and
illness in Kent County; (ii) investigate possible interventions (actions, policies, and programs designed to reduce
lead-based exposure and illness); and (iii) make a formal report and recommendations to the community. The
Lead Task Force hopes to have a report complete by the end of 2017.

Class Focuses on Preventing Opioid Deaths
Naloxone (also known as Narcan) can reverse the effects of heroin, fentanyl and
other opioids, saving lives. The Health Department is partnering with the Grand
Rapids Red Project to offer Naloxone training for free to those who want to be
prepared to help a person who may be at risk. The training will be provided
March 9, 2017 at 6 p.m. at the Health Department, 700 Fuller NE in Grand
Rapids. You must register in advance at www.surveymonkey.com/r/FD7VNV8.
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Planning a Special Event? Consider our Amazing Parks
Staff members at the Kent County Parks Department say now is the perfect time to reserve park shelters,
picnic spaces, lodges and camping sites for the Spring and Summer of 2017. Our County parks are great
places to hold birthday parties, family reunions, wedding receptions and more. Kent County Parks are
home to 55 picnic areas, 17 open picnic shelters, one large pavilion, and seven enclosed shelters.
New for 2017: a third option for parties and picnics is
available at Millennium Park. The Grant Pavilion (right) is an
open shelter that can accommodate up to 400 people and
will be available for rental for $600 a day on Fridays
through Sundays, or $350 a day Mondays through
Thursdays. Two other large picnic shelters at Millennium
Park cost $175 a day.
You can also enjoy the great outdoors at Wabasis Lake
Campground which offers a variety of camp sites and facilities.
Options range from hike-in primitive sites to full hook-up sites
for trailers and motor homes. Campers have access to a
heated restroom with showers and laundry facilities, boat
docking area, convenience store, dump station, playgrounds
and beach. Leashed pets are welcomed, and friendly park staff
are available to assist you 24 hours a day.
“Wabasis Lake is a very popular destination for families, offering an ‘up north’ feel within easy reach of
the city and suburbs,” said Roger Sabine, Parks Department Director. “Some campers even commute to
and from town, for a true ‘working vacation.’” Wabasis Lake Campground also offers rowboat, single
kayak and double kayak rentals for two hours, four hours, or all day.
Group picnic areas and open shelters at County Parks can accommodate parties of up to 125 people, and
enclosed shelters (lodges) can seat 125-150 people. You can reserve these areas up to 12 months in
advance online or by calling the office at 616.632.PARK (7275) from 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. regular business
days. Rates and access to the online rental system can be found at www.kentcountyparks.org.

Celebrate Spring - Volunteer at a Kent County Parks site!
You are invited to get outdoors and help “clean the greens” by joining a team of volunteers for the Annual
Kaufman Golf Course Spring Clean Up and Grill Out! scheduled for March 18, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Other spring events include the 2017 Kent County Parks Spring Cleanup and Garlic Mustard Challenge planned
at multiple park sites from April through June. And don’t forget to mark your calendar for the annual Discover!
Millennium Park’s Hansen Nature Trail program on Saturday, May 20, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – a free and
fun discovery event for all ages! For more information on spring volunteering, or to sign up to receive
notifications of upcoming volunteer projects, contact Ginny Sines at 616-632-7842 or
park.volunteers@kentcountymi.gov.
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KCSD’s New Four-Legged Crime Fighters

Wayman Britt with Dr. John Fox,
the Council’s new President.

Sheriff Larry Stelma is pleased to announce the arrivals of RJ
(traditional German Shepherd) and Brick (Dutch Shepherd). They
will be working in the correctional facility every day. Their primary
functions are drug and article searches, which should result in a
much safer facility for both inmates and corrections officers. In
their first month, they located drugs that three inmates tried to
bring in to the jail. Community donations have helped the Sheriff
Department purchase and train new K-9s for duty.

Britt Honored by Scouts
Assistant Administrator Wayman Britt
was recognized by the Gerald R. Ford
Boy Scouts of America Council Board of
Directors in January. Wayman served
as President of the Field Service
Council for the past three years. He has
led a capital campaign that to date has
raised $6 million to expand the current
administrative offices, to make it a
location where Scouts can attend
programs and take part in a variety of
activities. Wayman received a golden
gavel plaque and statue of President
Ford as an Eagle Scout (a replica of the
life-size statue at the Boy Scout offices
in Walker).

From right: Deputy Matt Kennedy with RJ; Deputy Brad Lyons with Brick.
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Kent County Mission Statement
The mission of Kent County government is to be an effective and efficient steward in
delivering quality services for our diverse community. Our priority is to provide mandated
services, which may be enhanced and supplemented by additional services to improve the
quality of life for all our citizens within the constraints of sound fiscal policy.

